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Blackfellows’ Bread, Polyporus mylittae 
.+s.e. Said to have been used as food by the aborigines.. 
...+eThe name White Punk has been applied to Polyporus 
portentosus - a large, spongy bracket, resembling some huge, 


white hoof or loaf of bread, .....a certain "punk" was employed 
by the Tasmanian aborigines in carrying fire from one 
encampment to another ... and woe betide any careless lubra 


whose fire was allowed to go out! 
J.H.Willis...Victorian Toadstools and Mushrooms. 


Meetings are held at the Ballarat Horticulture centre, corner of Gregory and Gillies Streets, ie. the HK 
corner of the Botanic Gardens, connencing at 7-30pn 

Excursions depart frou Creswick Plaza at 9-30 au, unless specified otherwise, 

President: Hrs Claire Dalmansssssssesere Vice President: Mr Greg Binngs...ss. 
Secretary: Hrs Pat Murphy.ssssssvseevevens Treasurer: Nr John Gregurkesssssssees 

Rditor: Mr Brian ANdreBsssssevsvvevvens Postal Address: PO Box 328K, Ballarat West, 3350 


DIARY DATES 

Fri 2nd to Sun 4th October. SGAP. Display and Sale. Robert 
Clark Centre, 9am to 4pm daily. Inq 
Fri 2nd Oct. Meeting. The Magic and raved of Semi- 
Parasitic Plants. Speaker Dr Malcolm Calder. 
Sun 4th Oct. Excursion. Leigh River, Mt Mercer: Grasslands & 
woodlands. Leaders Jenny & Peter Sedgwick, Local 
Conservationists. 
Tues 6th Oct. DNRE Lecture. Catchment Management. Speaker 
Paul Ryan, Glass House, 12-30pm. See Claire. 
Tues 20th Oct. Excursion. Enfield area. 
Thur 29th Oct. Committee Meeting. Helen Burgess’, 

» 7-30pm. 
Fri 6th Nov. Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture. What Grows 
Where & Why. A Tour of Victoria’s Plant Communities. Speaker 
Mr Leon Costermans. Lecturer and Author. 
Sat 7th Nov. Excursion. Long Forest and Pyrites Creek, Bacchus 
Marsh - Mallee and Moonah. Leader Brian Andrews 
Fri 20th - Sun 22nd. FNCB Campout. Coleraine Arboretum, 
Grampians etc. Leader Claire Dalman. Accommodation at the 
"Dunkeld Bunk House". $8/night/person. Cooking facilities. 


FIELD REPORTS 

White goshawks (2), Grenville, 12th Aug. One on the 27th. 
Fan-tailed cuckoo, 23rd Aug, Durham Lead am, Grenville pm - 
same bird? Common blowfly, first for the year, 26th Aug - 
other people said they had seen them about a week earlier. 
Superb fairy-wrens (2), complete colour change over 4 days - 
but no sign of feather loss!? Andrews family. Choughs (mud 
covered) and grey currawongs nesting. John Mildren. 
Crescent honey-eaters, still present at Invermay, 5 months now! 
Nesting? Ken McDonnell. Dragon flies, hundreds - then heavy 
rain - as book predicted! Moose nuggets being sold as 
souvenirs - potential for Koala nuggets! Helen Burgess. 
Wirrakee wattle - just beautiful in Huntly area! Dulcie Brooke. 
Grey fantails in garden. Maureen Christie. Running postman, 
in hanging basket, flowering profusely. Proliferation on gum 
leaves from home garden. Claire Dalman. 
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DECLINE IN WOODLAND BIRDS. 

Simon Kennedy was our September speaker, he spoke to us 
about his long term study of birds in "Kangaroo Gully", 10 Ha 
of bush, near Moyston. He has studied the area and kept 
records over a number of years. He used population graphs to 
illustrate the variation of bird numbers over a period of time, 
Of the 88 species observed on the block, 34 were classed as 
residents, 9 as partial migrants - ie the striated pardalote 
whose numbers are boosted by Tasmanian birds in winter. 14 
were classified as migrants, 5 were classified as irregular 
and 26 as occasional visitors. 

He used population graphs to illustrate the variation of 
bird numbers over a period of time:- 
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Unfortunately 4 species dissappeared during the study - 
buff rumped thornbill last seen 1991, hooded robin and diamond 
firetail last seen 1992, and speckled warbler last seen 1995. 
This was despite no major clearing or habitat destruction. 
Possible causes may have included inbreeding, death due to last 
remaining individuals etc. However the 4 species are not 
threatened in Victoria overall. On the bright side, the 
population of some birds increased, for example the white- 
browed scrubwrens. Thanks Simon. BDA 
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PUNKS AND NANCIES 

As we rolled down the hill into Linton, the cottages with 
gardens full of daffodils and flowering fruit trees were a 
pretty site. We headed for the railway line ( now part of the 
Ballarat - Skipton walking trail), to the north of the town. 

We faithfully followed Peter and Claire, even though one 
alarmed local came out to warn us that the road wasn’t suitable 
for 2WD’s! 

While walking along the track, we 
noticed a dam covered in yellow pollen 
which had come from wattles and pines, 
when Ken tapped a male pine flower it 
released a cloud of pollen - and Peter 
gave an instant sneeze! When we came upon 
some early nancies, Ken obligingly pointed 
out the difference between the male and 
female flowers. Coming back we spotted a 
large bracket fungus, on the trunk of a 
stringybark, someone said it was 
blackfellows’ bread but someone else said 
it was white punk! Back home Willis solved 
the problem! 

After lunch we headed towards Mt Emu 
and John led us to Guthries Falls, on Mt 
Emu Creek - a very picturesque spot. The 
tree violet was in bloom, the small creamy 
flowers giving a pleasant fragrance. 
Upturned rocks revealed slaters, house 
centipedes, various species of ants and 
slimy orange predatory flatworms. 

' Back at Pittong, opposite the Kaolin 
mine, we checked out the swamp. There was 
a large number of swamphens grazing on the 
fresh green grass and a swamp harrier 
glided along. 

We then headed back to Linton and the BOCA bird paddock. 
There was a good number and variety of birds. We inspected the 
extensive planting of native shrubs and trees - many from other « 
areas - we wondered if it would be done this way if it was f 
being planted now. 

Our final stop was at the Devil’s Kitchen. The basalt 
rock formations were decorated with native pig face and not so 
welcome boneseed plants. Perched on a small ledge, a peregrine 
falcon was sitting tight on its nest. 

Pat and Claire did a great job organizing this excursion 
at short notice - Tim D’Ombrain had to go to a wedding! BDA 
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BIG WEEKEND AT CASTLEMAINE! 

From Friday the 11th Oct to Sunday the 13th we were the 
guests of the Castlemaine FNC. After social drinks we settled 
down to the meeting, there was a delay and George Broadway, the 
club President, apologised that the speaker, John Landy had 
misplaced his slides! When the show eventually got on the way 
we soon forgot the delay and John proceeded to give one of the 
best talks that I have heard - despite the fact that he didn’t 
have the best of his slides! He talked about the protection 
methods of insects, covering camouflage, disguise, chemical 
deterrents etc. The audience obviously enjoyed the fine 
photography and interesting subject matter - even though 
virtually nobody seems to take notice of such things on 
excursions! 

Saturday morning cars headed off, in all directions, with 
colour coded ribbons. People had a choice of 5 half day 
excursions and 2 full day excursions - quite an organizational 
nightmare! -and it’s our club’s turn to be a host next year! 
Destinations included Vaughan Springs, Glenluce Springs, Fryers 
Ridge, Muckleford and Smiths Reef Forest, Cobbler’s Gully, the 
Monk, Poverty Gully , Eureka, North British Mine, Tarrengower, 
Wattle Flat Forest and Fryerstown. Reports came back of swift 
parrots, mining relics - including an impressive chimney which 
was built up the side of a hill, the dingo farm, plenty of 
flowers - including many orchids - which were flowering about a 
month ahead of Ballarat’s specimens and sedimentary rock 
formations with bedding planes running North - South.... almost 
as good as a compass! One little girl was impressed by a 
looping caterpillar which looped along and then went into 
camouflage mode - dangling like a twig! 


Saturday night Dr Tim Entwisle, gave a talk on the topic 
"New names for old plants: why botanists change names." Many 
people went in a little annoyed at all the recent changes - but 
came out soothed by Tim’s apologetic explanations! 
Sunday started off at 6.00am with porridge and the dawn 
chorus at Kalimna park - but I don’t think any Ballarat members 
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got there! 


There were more half day excursions. 


When I got back at 


1-50pm, I was relieved to see that there were still sausages 
sizzling on the barbecue - I won’t mention any names but there 
were a few slow walkers in our group! 

It was great to go to new areas and to meet people from 


other clubs. 
information. 


We came back with fond memories and a lot of new 


Special thanks to Castlemaine FNC for their expertise, 
effort and hospitality! 


By SARAH DENT, 
-environment reporter 


THIS furry creature is a stranger to 
most Australians. - 

Until last week it had been seen 
by only a handful of people — and 
not one scientist — in 50 years. 

The marsupial mole has no ap- 
parent eyes or ears, weighs just 55, 
and burrows through the groun 
with spade-like clays Little else is 
known about it. 


Researchers retrieved the speci- 


men after a two-year hunt. 
Thousands of posters depictin; 
the mole were delivered to Aborigi- 
nal and mining communities ask- 
ing if anyone knew of the creature. 
The quest paid off last week 


when two Aborigines gathering :” 


IN THE NEWS 


: A marsupial mole 


National Park found a mole they 
identified from the poster. 
Scientists from the University of 


firewood at the Punmu community-...WA,..Edith.Cowan University and 


near Western Australia’s Rudall 


Adelaide Unlversity said few peo- 
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_ ple knew what the mole looked like. ; 


Declining . populations meant 
only older Aborigines had any 
knowledge of it. 

Associate Professor Philip With- 


_ers, of WA University, said the 


celebrity mole was in good con- 
dition and was Bele fed large 
beetle grubs at the university. 
“We see about one dead speci- 
men a year that has been drowned 


‘in a pond or run over, so this is the 
4: first time scientists have seen a live 
s} - one,” he said. 


“We really know nothing about 
them or how many exist, except 
that they are eaten by cats and 
foxes and they are on the en- 
dangered list. It is ,bure luck that 
we found this one.” 

The scientists hope to establish 
an exhibit of about six in a zoo and 
study them in their natural habitat. 


By KRISTINOWEN 


LIONS have mistakenly 
been allowed on to a 
reserve that is home to 
some of the world’s rar- 
est parrots. 

Melbourne Water gave 
the American makers of a 
mini-series called Noah's 
Ark permission to film 
the lions at Point Wilson 
near Geelong. 

But the person who 
gave approval was un- 
aware the area Is covered 
by an agreement to pro- 
tect the endangered 
orange-bellied parrot, 
only 250 of which remain 
in the wild. 

Although the lions were 
caged at all times, it ts 
believed the risk of dis- 
ease threatened the 
rots. The area has signs 
saying access {s restricted 
and Melbourne Water has 
admitted proper permit 

rocesses were not fol- 

lowed. 

It is reviewing pro- 
cedures to make sure the 
mistake isn't repeated. 

But western system 
acting manager Mal 


Maurice Pilbeam has offered to bind newsletters! Thanks! 


In the lion's s den: two 
orange-bellied parrots. 


Spears said the parrots 
were not at risk. 

They were not In the 
area and filming would 
continue under the 
supervision of wildlife of- 
ficers, he said. 

The Department of 
Natural Resources and 
Environment said eight 
orange-bellied parrots 
were counted near where 
the llons were kept. 

World Wide Fund for 


Film star: the lion has 
caused ruffled feathers. 


Nature spokesman Mi- 
chael Rae said Melbourne 
Water deserved to be 
rapped over the knuckles. 
“If the birds were there 
they are probably gone — 
the notion the birds are 
fine fs rubbish,”he said. 
“I just hope there aren't. 


plans for every other kind, 


of cat coming down two 

by two from Noah's Ark.” 
The makers of Noah’s 

Ark would not comment. 
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| two CRIMSON rosellas were 


: sucked into the air-conditioning 


duct of an Ansett jetliner 
waiting yesterday morning on 
the tarmac at Canberra Airport 
for a flight to praney There was 
no damage so the aircraft was 
Sent On its way. After it landed 


“in Sydney, engineers Ross 


Cruickshank and Phillip Chaf- 
fey were dispatched to remove 
the remains from the duct. 
PULLING out a mass of feath- 
ers, they found the birds were 
alive. “We were amazed,” said 
Mr Cruickshank, noting they 
had survived temperatures of 
minus 35C, Heater lamps were 
used to thaw the birds but one 
died. Its mate was rushed by the 
Wildlife Information and Res- 
cue Service (W domly toa vet, 
who found it had only a minor 


beaki injury. ss 


Don 


Burke’s Backyard is promoting orchid kits! 
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GENNY AND GREG....WAY OUT WEST! 

.++eThe letter below was posted from Kalbarri on the 20th 
Sept, they are still travelling well and seeing so many good 
things. They were moving on to the Birds Australia Congress / 
campout, near Geraldton, on the 21st..sea-bird theme. 


+++-l recall that my report last month was from our northern 
limits, this comes from the western most point of our journey - 
we have now taken in the Shark Bay area and are currently 
enjoying the Kalbarri National Park. 

Leaving the wonderful Kimberly, we spent some time 
welcoming the migratory waders into Broome. Amongst the 
various Sandpipers, Knots, Godwits, Plovers, Tattlers et al we 
were fortunate to catch up with two less likely visitors - the 
Common Redshank and the Little Ringed Plover. But it was not 
all relaxation at Broome. We spent a day fighting a bushfire 
which threatened the Bird Observatory! 

The Pilbara, with its rich, penetrating red-brown 
dust,was full of interest in both biological and geological 
wonders. The antiquity of the fossilised remains of the oldest 
firmly established evidence for life on Earth is quite awe 
inspiring, and the magnitude of the mineral ore extraction and 
transportation is not far behind! The Stromatolite fossils 
from the Precambrian period (some 3,550 million years old) are 
linked to the living Stromatolites at Shark Bay. These 
represent one of the longest continuous biological lineages 
known. 

We are now entering the wildflower country and Kalbarri 
is really spectacular with many ground plants and shrubs 
flowering and the grevillias and banksias beginning - and there 
were four Hump-back Whales offshore today. 

We were out with the Dugongs last week! 

Best wishes to all, 
Genny & Greg 
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AUGUST POSER...ANTING 

You must be a polite, trustworthy lot! When no solutions 
to the anting problem came forward, I fabricated a guess - well 
it was a bit of a fibbing month! What really surprised me was 
that I wasn’t challenged over my solution! We’ll have to leave 
the file open on the anting poser, but there are a few obvious 
points to be answered which could lead to a final solution :- 
What species of birds ant themselves? What species of ants are 
used - are they in fact meat ants? Are the birds lousy or have 
some other problem? Does anting alleviate their problem? etc. 
Let us all know if you find out! . BDA 


SEPTEMBER POSER. ..FIBBING? 
1. True - see picture from Oxford Junior 
Encyclopaedia :- 
2. False, remember Carol’s talk! 
3. True, at least I assume that green fungi such 
as Cortinarius austro-venetus (July issue) don’t 
contain chlorophyll - the text books say they 
don’t. 
4, False - I missed out a w 
5. True - remember Bob’s news cutting, August, 


Ry ‘ T EARWIG 
0 rue. i ; y One hind-wing is 
7. False - see Elfin, FNCB Dec ’97, p7. expanded and the 


= . other folded away 
8. True to see a rainbow the sun has to be beneathinthey iene. 


behind you, being morning the sun is in the east, wing, x2 
therefore the rain producing the rainbow must be 

in the west. Our weather usually comes from the 

west so there probably is rain on the way! 

9. True - lightning takes the easiest path to the earth, 
tending to strike high things and high places. Not only that, 
but Mt Beckworth is granite, and granite is a good electrical 
conductor compared to other rocks - it’s a proven scientific 
fact that lightning strikes granitic areas more than others! 
10. Not a true/false question! But give yourself a point if 
you honestly answered yes! BDA 


OCTOBER POSER...OVER THE RAINBOW... 

Spring is a good time for seeing rainbows, so try to 
answer the following:- (a) how do dew drops sometimes give us 
such a wonderful display of colours? (b) How come rain causes 
rainbows? (c) Which colour is at the top of a rainbow and why? 
(d) Can you ever see two rainbows at once? If you can, are 
they the same? (e) Can you see "full circle" rainbows? BDA 
PS...And Eileen wants to know other names for Early nancies! 
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